ACTION ALERT 4/16/09

Support Sen. Lynch’s Oral Health Practitioner Legislation Today

Dear Supporters/Staff/Colleagues,

The Oral Health Practitioner (OHP) Legislation could come up for a vote in the full Senate VERY SOON.   IMMEDIATE CONTACT WITH LEGISLATORS IS NEEDED!
WHAT YOU CAN DO 

         Call or email your local Senator today.   To find which elected officials represent your district click on: http://www.gis.leg.mn/mapserver/districts/
         If you live or work in one of the “Key Legislator’s” districts, please prioritize contacting that elected official(s) or encourage other people you know who live in those districts to contact their legislators.  
         Communicate the following points to your local legislators:
a.       Sen. Lynch's OHP bill will improve access for Minnesotans who desperately need dental treatment and cannot find a dentist who will treat them.    
b.      Numerous research studies and the experiences of 50 other countries and Alaska have proven that mid-level oral health practitioners provide safe, high quality care in areas where dentists are not available.  Not a single research study has ever found the care to be unsafe or lower quality.   
c .    Any legislation passed must allow OHPs to provide basic care in community settings where no dentists are available in order to address the access problem.    
d .   Contrary to what the Dental Association has said, the bill requires OHPs to practice under a dentist's supervision and they will only perform simple, routine procedures.   
e.   The Dental Association’s “Dental Therapist” bill alone will not address the lack of dental care in areas where there are no dentists available or willing to work.  
f .      The legislation should not dictate that only the University of Minnesota Dental School may train OHPs, because dental school leaders and faculty have opposed the OHP legislation cannot be relied upon to implement it quickly or in the way intended by legislators.  Other countries allow training by other types of schools.

Key Legislators to contact:  If you do not have a key legislator in your district, please contact your own local legislator.  

	Senator 
	District Region
Co=County 
	Phone Number, Email Address

	Senator Jim Carlson (DFL) District 38 
	City of Eagan (Dakota Co.)
	651.297.8073 
sen.jim.carlson@senate.mn   

	Senator Satveer S. Chaudhary (DFL) District 50
	City of New Brighton, Columbia Heights, Arden Hills, and Fridley (Anoka Co.)
	
651.296.4334 
sen.satveer.chaudhary@senate.mn 

	Senator Lisa A. Fobbe (DFL) District 16
	Mille Lacs, Morrison, Benton, Sherburne Co.
	
 
651.296.8075 
lisa.fobbe@senate.mn  

	Senator Leo T. Foley (DFL) District 47  
	City of Coon Rapids, Champlin, and Brooklyn Park (Anoka, Hennepin Co.)
	
651.296.4154 
sen.leo.foley@senate.mn  

	Senator David W. Hann (R) District 42
	City of Minnetonka and Eden Prarie (Hennepin Co.)
	651.296.1749 
Email Form

http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_emailform.php?mem_id=1016&ls=86


	Senator Amy T. Koch (R) District 19
	Hennepin and Wright Co.
	
651.296.5981 
sen.amy.koch@senate.mn   

	Senator Keith Langseth (DFL) District 09
	Traverse, Wilkin, Clay, and Becker Co.
	
651.296.3205 
Email Form: http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_emailform.php?mem_id=1029&ls=86 

	Senator Ron Latz (DFL) District 44
	City of Golden Valley, Hopkins, and St. Louis Park (Hennepin Co.)
	
651.297.8065 
sen.ron.latz@senate.mn  

	Senator Steve Murphy (DFL) District 28
	Goodhue, Wabasha, and Winona Co.
	
651.296.4264 
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_emailform.php?mem_id=1040&ls=86

	Senator Ann H. Rest (DFL) District 45
	City of New Hope, Crystal, Robbinsdale, and Brooklyn Park (Hennepin Co.)
	http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/member_emailform.php?mem_id=1051&ls=86 

	Senator Katie Sieben (DFL) District 57 
	Dakota and Washington Co.
	651.297.8060 
sen.katie.sieben@senate.mn  

	Senator Charles W. Wiger (DFL) District 55
	Washington and Ramsey Co.
	
651.296.6820 
sen.chuck.wiger@senate.mn  


